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Experiencing Place-Associated ‘Chi' in the Architectural
Spaces

Lee, Kyu Mok

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to clarify the existence of 'Chi' in some architectural spaces
like restaurants and drink shops. 'Chi' of a place means originally a vital force in Feng
Shui theory and in a new sense is very similar to a spirit of place or 'Genius Loci' of
Western concept. Seven case studies were collected and analyzed. They consist of free
interviews asking where the most favorite place is, why he/she likes the place and what
the personal memories or events with the place are. Summarizing the results, the author
found that though some places are plain and even poor in architecture and interior, they
evoked a strong sense of place mainly because the owners or landladies not only cooked
very well but also were very kind and sympathetic to customers. In terms of 'Chi'
theory, we can say that good Chi, the vitality of landlady permeates the place including
interior, furniture, food and etc. In conclusion we, architects may make good place by
skillful design, but architectural space can also become a beloved place by owner's caring
and devotion which come from his/her Chi.

Key Words : Chi, a sense of place, a spirit of place, Genius Loci
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