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A Review Essay on the Failure of Environmental Policies
Chot. Yearn-Hong

ABSTRACT

This essay is a review of all environmental policy and administration articles appeared
in the Korean Public Administration Review, the Korean Policy Studies Review, and the
Korean Policy Evaluation Review from 1990 to 1999. This review essay is conducted in
a content analysis approach from public policy perspective---from policy-making
process to policy evaluation. Environmental policy failure is defined as a state of
unsatisfactory output from the environmental policy and administration in this paper.

Articles are grouped into several subjects: water resources management, waste
management, air quality control among others. Approaches and methodologies are
grouped into qualitative/normative and quantitative/empirical. Then, possible causes of
policy failures are extracted from the articles reviewed.

Findings are many: many articles are on NIMBY and difficult conflict-resolution
process; environmental economics-oriented articles are empirical and quantitative
compared to the groups of other articles; and lack of political leadership committed to
environmental cause, lack of conflict-resolution mechanism, and lack of evaluation
mechanism inside and outside the government. All in all, this review essay reflects the
present state of environment in South Korea. This essay is hoped to contribute to the
present and future environmental policy-making and evaluation in the governmental

setting.
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